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THE REALITY IS GREATER 2,1, , , 


What ought trinitarian faith essentially to mean, and what 
is the touchstone of its truth? Not any single formulation, 
but the living conviction which it has sought—always im- 
perfectly and by partial symbols—to express. This conviction 
is that there is a threefold experience for Christian souls, 
and that this threefold experience finds its unity in God... . 
§ God's “transcendent Sovereignty’’ has been acknowledged 
in other religions and in other ways. But God experienced as 
“redemptive Love, and indwelling spiritual Presence’ has 
come to human souls most surely as they have drawn close 
in thought and imagination to the Incarnate Lord... . § Al- 
ways the reality is greater than the expression of it; and that 
needs to be continually remembered, so that rigid formulas 
may not be substituted for the living faith. .. . § The doctrine 
of the Trinity, whenever it carries the fragrance and the fruit- 
fulness of a living truth, is rooted in the remembrance of the 
Word made flesh. It was what they saw and felt in the Master 
whom they loved and followed that made the disciples aware 
of God; and when they had seemed to lose him on the dread- 
ful day of the crucifixion and then his living presence came 
back to them in his risen power, they knew through him the 
greatness of God that was beyond all words to express: God 
touching them in him, God in his eternity interpreted through 


him, God in the Spirit, that brought him home to their hearts. 
—WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE in Jesus and the Trinity, 
published recently by Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 











Letters to the Editors 





Issues Dealing with 


Resurrection Noted 





A Place 


On Dec. 7, 1960, I wrote you a letter 
regarding Dr. Clarke’s answer to “What 
Rises?” I didn’t mail it, thinking I’d 
wait to see what the preachers had to say 
on the subject. In vain I watched for a 
wholesale reaction. Don’t our ministers 
believe the Bible? 

For fifty years my husband preached 
the gospel as revealed in the Book. Now 
we are told Heaven is not a Place! “I 
go to prepare a place for you,” said our 
Lord. 

That Hell is not a place—and yet the 
Bible teaches it is! 

“There is nothing to rise,” says Dr. 
Clarke. “The dead in Christ shall rise 
first,” says the Book. 

I was glad to note in your issue of Jan. 
23 that two of our ministers spoke up: 
Rev. W. C. Cumming of Greenville, S. C.; 
also, Rev. Malcolm D. McNeal of Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

No woman has spoken, but this old 
lady who raised a big family, teaching 
each one the Bible and Shorter Catechism, 
can no longer hold her peace. 

If I thought my hope of Heaven de- 
pended on my state of mind, I’d be of all 
old women the most miserable. 

Cornea O. (Mrs. 0. G.) JONEs. 
Forest City, N. C. 


The Soul Does Not GO 

The January 23 responses to James W. 
Clarke’s comment in “Any Questions?” 
(Dec. 5), prompt me to a few observa- 
tions on this vital question (“If the soul 
goes to heaven or hell, what rises from the 
grave at judgment?”). The two responses 
(both by ministers) indicate the vast dif- 
ference in views on “life and death” ques- 
tions held within our church, to a very 
considerable extent because of contrast- 
ing conceptions of Biblical interpretation, 
and possibly because of the conflicting in- 
terpretations presented in the Confession 
of Faith of our church (the latter result- 
ing from the former, of course). 

My understanding of the Scriptural 
teaching is close to that of Dr. Clarke, 
though I feel he must have understated his 
faith by choice of wording, evidently us- 
ing “mind” as a synonym for “spirit” or 
“soul.” I should have chosen “spirit.” 
The King James Version did John and 
Jesus a great disservice—not to say those 
who were through the centuries misled 
thereby—in having Jesus say (4:24), “God 
is a spirit.” As the rsv clarifies, “God is 
spirit’”—the nature of spirit—the Ultimate 
Source of reality—is not to be seen nor 
known by the physical senses; nor are 
those who are created and recreated in his 
image when the flesh has performed its 
God-appointed purpose and returned to 
the earth from whence God called it. 

The framers of the so-called ‘Apostles’ 
Creed” fell into the error of their day by 
confessing belief “in the resurrection of 
the flesh.” This false doctrine was toned 
down some in the Anglicized version to 
“body”: but the general misconception 
that the twelve apostles of Jesus, or some 
of them, formulated this creed, its wide 
use in churches through the years, and 
the normal tendency to interpret body as 
being physical and fleshy have conspired 
to bring blessing upon funeral establish- 


ments and a nearsighted hope to the vain 
of the earth. An interpretation with liter- 
alism as its basis, and the failure to grasp 
vehicular didactics in which ephemeral 
concepts are used to make understandable 
eternal truth, can only lead astray him 
who would perceive the Eternal. 

We have therefore already gone astray 
when we ask literally, “If the soul goes. 

” In the Christian gospel, the soul or 
spirit does not go; it is. The robber on 
the cross by Jesus was assured, “This day 
you will be with me... .” If the soul is 
spirit, it cannot go, since going involves 
movement of physical past physical, or 
from physical to physical. 

Nothing rises from the grave after 
physical death except the life that God 
continually calls forth from the death that 
was life. (And the perpetrators of so- 
called permanent vaults, caskets, and mau- 
soleums are but seeking to rob God of the 
materials of life—or to rob men of savings 
and livelihood. Even a literalist should not 
be taken in by their propaganda; for what 
Christian ever wanted a permanent bur- 
ial?) Life is not in the body that has 
died; if the person is a Christian he is 
alive with Christ—like him—with the na- 
ture of spirit, “in heaven” (for “heaven” 
is round about us, as God is—and in 
us). And there is no call for him to 
return “into” that which was dead at 
some future time (as the Confession back- 
tracks at this point); for that person the 
judgment is an accomplished fact and for 
him Christ has already returned to receive 
him to Himself. 

The literal-minded resurrectionist mis- 
interprets the word as the Baptist misin- 
terprets “baptism” to mean “immersion”; 
the New Testament meaning of the word 
that literally means “stand up” is “rise,” 
not “rise again,” and I understand that 
not to refer to “come up out of,” but to be 
transported from a lower relationship to 
a higher one—that is, more completely 
with him who is “above all, and through 
all, and in all.” 

The misleading confession in the next 
to the last statement of the “Apostles’ 
Creed” (“which is expressed every Sun- 
day”—Mr. Cumming) should, to make the 
statement Biblically accurate, read “. . . 
the resurrection of the dead”; but then 
it would not be the purported “Apostles’ 
Creed,” even though more accurately the 
creed of the Apostles! The Nicene Creed 
is more accurate in this respect. This 
statement refers to the life of believers 
after physical death, and should not be 
misconstrued to refer to the resurrection, 
or “rising,” of the physical body of Jesus, 
which is an altogether different matter, 
with a specific, God-appointed purpose in 
the mission of the Messiah. 

These are generally the views formu- 
lated in preparing a seminary thesis on 
“The Nature of the Second Coming (of 
Christ) and the Resurrection of the 
Dead,” in which through the years of my 
ministry I have found ever more convinc- 
ing truth. I am happy to see so important 
a matter seriously discussed in your col- 
umns; only study and thought by the 
many Can help to overcome the fear and 
uncertainty and superstition so often hov- 
ering round the gates of the greatest hope 
of the Christian. 





RAYMOND B. SPIVEY. 
Hugo, Oklahoma. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—The minister of the 
First church, Grayville, Ill., has also contrib. 
uted the following comments on a related 
topic: 


... The Christian does, at death, pass 
from one quality of life to another. He 
passes from the life that began with Christ 
on earth, to a life continued with Christ 
in a surrounding where Christ is all and 
in all. This we mortals, with the Bible, 
call heaven. Heaven is where Christ is, 
Thus, you and I, as Christians, begin our 
heaven on earth. The more we let Christ 
rule and love in our hearts the more of 
heaven we experience. When we pass 
from this mortal life to the higher life, 
we are with Christ fully, and this js 
heaven. 

Therefore, uneasiness about death may 
be done away with as we learn in this 
life to let Christ rule in our hearts, 
For the more Christ lives in us and we in 
him, the more do we prepare ourselves 
for death. Just as Jesus was born to 
die and to live forever, so everyone born 
of the Spirit of the Living God has been 
to die to live a fuller life. 

Since we do, at death, pass into the pres- 
ence of God and his Christ, we ought not 
to trouble ourselves unduly about the 
mortal remains of one who goes on before 
us. For he is not there; he has been 
called to a higher service. Indeed, it does 
become a sin when we spend many dollars 
on the burial service of one who is a Chris- 
tian. Would it not be more Christian to 
set up a memorial to the glory of God so 
that those who live without Christ might 
benefit from it in order to know Christ? 
Many Christians who have lived intensely 
with Christ have made it their desire that, 
at their death, the money which is to be 
spent for flowers and such be given toa 
mission board or seminary. 

Is this not more Christ-like? To have 
the “living dead” benefit from our death? 
We are sure it is! For we are not im- 
mortalized by the amount of money spent 
on our burial. Nor the way we are buried. 
This is a pagan and heathen concept of 
immortality, but Christians are immor- 
talized by the life of Jesus Christ—by his 
eternal life which is granted to us the 
moment he calls us from the darkness 
into Light. 

We must, therefore, grow up into Christ 
in our Christian concept of death and all 
its implications, yes, even in its financial 
ones. And we must prepare now to make 
arrangements for those who must continue 
in this mortal life after we have gone to 
higher service. We must prepare spirit- 
ually by setting an example in our Chris- 
tian life and we must prepare materially 
so that what we have left behind will go 
to win and convince others of the hope 
that Christ Jesus has brought to the world. 
Therefore, every Christian ought to ask, 
“Will the kingdom of Christ on earth 
benefit from my being called to a higher 
service, or will just 1?” 

JOHN DESANTO. 
Grayville, Ill. 


Hill Article 


Will there be reprints of “This I Be 
lieve” by Dr. Haywood N. Hill from the 
February 6 OUTLOOK? 

TEXAS. 


Will you have reprints?. . 
NortH CAROLINA. 


NOTE—To this and other inquiries, Yes; 
this is available in pamphlet form at 12 for 
25¢ (minimum); $1.50 per 100. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 
Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Telephone 


Inc., 512 East Main Street, Richmond 19, 


MIlton 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987. 


15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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| NEWS ROUND-UP 





e DURING THE past ten years more 
than 6,200 Austrians and 535 persons of 
other nationalities have taken a two-year 
home correspondence course in Roman 
Catholic theology for laymen in a pro- 
gram initiated in Vienna. Participants 
study at home, but are required to take 
two weeks of personal instruction during 
the two years of thé session, with exam- 
inations given at the close... . e ROBERT 
G. Storey, Dallas, Texas, attorney, and 
member of the Disciples of Christ Church 
was named Lay Churchman of the Year 
by the Religious Heritage of America. 
He has been vice-chairman of the Na- 
tional Civil Rights Commission since 
1957 and chairman of the Board of For- 
eign Scholarships (International Edu- 
cation Exchange). . . . e@ ALBERT 
SCHWEITZER has written friends in Al- 
sace that he is “very tired’ and does not 
know whether he will be able to make 
a trip to Europe this year. He is writ- 
ing a book on world peace. . . . @ REsI- 
DENTS OF THE Maryland suburbs of the 
District of Columbia have been urged by 
ministers of 35 suburban Protestant 
churches to prove they believe in human 
brotherhood by accepting racial integra- 
tion of housing, schools, and restaurants 
in their previously all-white communi- 
ties... . e DURING THE next ten years 
Methodists in the Southeastern jurisdic- 
tion will need 1,043 church extension 
projects including 831 new churches in 
their nine-state region, according to a 
report recently made. The southeastern 
is the largest of the church’s six juris- 
dictions. ... e Dr. THoxras A. Dootey, 
the famed Roman Catholic “jungle doc- 
tor” who died of cancer recently at the 
age of 34, donated his own eyes to the 
Eye Bank for Sight Restoration in New 
York (Editorial, page 7.) ... e FAcut- 
TY MEMBERS of Wake Forest (N. C.) 
have adopted a resolution calling for 
integration of students at that Southern 
Baptist institution. Funds have been 
raised by the student body to bring Afri- 
can youths to the campus for study... . 
@ SECRETARY OF STATE Dean Rusk re- 
fused to sign a restrictive covenant 
against selling or leasing to Negroes or 
Jews a house he bought in Washington’s 
exclusive Spring Valley neighborhood. 
At his demand the real estate agent mak- 
ing the sale struck the usual covenant 
from the deed. 


NCC Is Described as 
‘A Little to the Right’ 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS) — An 
Augustana Lutheran pastor who has 
spent eight months on the staff of the 
National Council of Churches strongly 
defended that organization in a talk to 
his denomination’s board of American 
missions here. 

H. Conrad Hoyer, New York, said he 
had found the council’s position on so- 
cial issues “still a little to the ‘right’ as 
compared with the New Testament.” 

“Tf there are people with pro-Com- 
munist leanings in the organization, I 
have not found them,” declared Dr. 
Hoyer, who is associate executive secre- 
tary for the council’s division of home 
missions. 

He also reported that the council is 
“quite faithful to its confessional prin- 
ciple recognizing ‘Jesus Christ as Divine 
Lord and Saviour.’ ” 

Dr. Hover said the National Council 
has “plenty” of organizational problems 
and is “by no means a perfect instru- 
ment.” But, he said, it is “the only prac- 
tical instrument on the horizon at the 
national level for ecumenical fellowship, 
planning and service” and “therefore we 
should use it and improve it as we can.” 


Herberg’s View 


“MORE RELIGIOUSNESS, 
AND LESS RELIGION” 

St. Paut, MINN. (RNS)—There is 
‘more religiousness and less religion” in 
the United States now than formerly, a 
Jewish scholar said in two lectures at 
Luther Theological Seminary here. 

Will Herberg, professor of social phi- 
losophy at Drew University, Madison, 
N.J. said that belonging to some reli- 
gious group has become the way of de- 
fining one’s place in American society. 

This has brought with it a feeling of 
universal friendliness to religion, he 
noted. 

The fact that man today finds his 
security in group belonging is a change 
from earlier days when he was more in- 
dividualistic and self-sufficient, Dr. Her- 
berg said. 

“Although the inner-directed man of 
the earlier period was often hostile to 
religion, he had a kind of understanding 
and admiration for the Biblical proph- 
ets,” Dr. Herberg observed. 

“Today, the other-directed man whose 
well-being and security are found in be- 


BONNELL SAYS CHURCH 
MUST BE JUDGE, CRITIC 


New York (rNsS)—In an address 
following his installation as president of 
the Protestant Council of the City of 
New York, John Sutherland Bonnell, 
minister of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church for 26 years and noted radio 
preacher, declared that the “Church of 
Christ, as never before, must be the 
spokesman for those who have no voice 
and a weapon for those who lack a 
sword.” 

At the same time he warned that the 
Christian Church ‘must never permit its 
gospel to become synonymous with any 
social, economic or political creed.” 

He stated the church must continue 
to be the “judge and critic of any con- 
ceivable political grouping or social or- 
ganization, fostering that which is good 
in it and condemning that which is evil.” 

“It is important, however,” he con- 
tinued, “that we guard against the dan- 
ger of becoming so absorbed in minor 
social issues that we may lose sight of 
the church’s main function which is to 
be a witness to God in the midst of a 
largely secularized society.” 

Asserting that Protestantism’s “great- 
est day is yet to be,” Dr. Bonnell declared 
Protestants ‘“‘must stand fast in the lib- 
erty wherewith Christ has made us free 
whether the threat to freedom comes from 
authoritarian church or authoritarian 
state.” 

Much is being heard on the subject of 
Christian unity, he observed, but “the 
day when the varied branches of our 
faith will be united in one corporate 
organization is still a long, long way 
on.” 

“In the meantime,” he added, “‘we can 
pray together, we can worship together, 
we can work together, we can bear wit- 
ness to the one and only Head of the 
church, Jesus Christ, our Lord.” 


Pike and Virgin Birth 

A few days later, Dr. Bonnell dealt 
with the doctrine of the Virgin Birth in 
the course of a sermon from his pulpit. 
He insisted that those who question the 
doctrine are entitled to a “respectful” 
hearing even if “we cannot accept their 
findings.” He said he stands with the 
“vast majority” of Protestant ministers 





longing and in group adjustments is 
friendly to religion but incapable of un- 
derstanding what the Bible is talking 
about.” 








in regarding the Biblical accounts of 
Jesus’ birth as “essentially historic,” but 
he said some scholars and ministers find 
difficulty in accepting the teaching. 

He made his comments in connection 
with the impending visit of Episcopal 
Bishop James A. Pike of California to 
New York and, with St. Thomas Epis- 
copal, to the Fifth Avenue pulpit. Bishop 
Pike has been charged with believing 
that the Virgin Birth is merely of pare- 
bolic significance. 

In his first sermon in the series, 
Bishop Pike said, “I recognize that 
modes of communication such as words 
change through the centuries. Thus 
while we are bound to the same terrain 
we are not bound to the same map. We 
are bound to the same tradition but not 
to the same package.” 

Communication of the gospel, he said, 
also includes prose, logic and myth. “A 
good myth,” he said, is not a “fable,” 
but a means of telling the truth. 

He said later that he had no intention 
of preaching a series of sermons on the 
controversy. “I do not intend to refer 
to the matter again this week.” 


Called to Toughness 


UPUSA Men Summoned 
To New Commitment 


New York (rRNS)—Christians can no 
longer afford the “luxury of high-sound- 
ing words and low fidelity deeds,” some 
2,000 laymen were told at an eastern area 
regional meeting here of United Presby- 
terian Men. 

Consequently, Dr. Robert H. Stephens 
of Central Presbyterian Church, Summit, 
N.J., declared, it is time for laymen to 
re-examine their faith and motives and 
to re-commit themselves to Christian 
principles to offset a “softness and loose- 
ness pervading so much of American 
life.” 

Referring particularly to race rela- 
tions, he charged that the “bleeding 
wound and festering shame of the racial 
conflict give the lie to our pious words 
about brotherhood and democracy.” 

He stressed the racial issue “is not 
just a sectional problem” and asked: 

“If you think it is, what would hap- 
pen if a Ph. D. tried to buy a house next 
to yours—that is, a Negro Ph. D.? What 
about our witness when bigotry bares its 
fangs in our respectable all-white, all- 
Gentile neighborhood ?”’ 

In picturing society today, Dr. Ste- 
phens also noted what he called “smug 
and plush selfishness in the suburbs, 
hard and crafty selfishness among the 
disinherited in the disintegrating inner 
city, insatiable greed in labor unions, 
and inflexible selfishness in industry.” 
Keating Supports 

The clergyman’s condemnation of 
bigotry and discrimination was echoed 


4 


by another speaker, Sen. Kenneth B. 
Keating (R.-N.Y.) who stated: “We 
cannot in good conscience wring our 
hands over the denial of human rights 
in remote countries if we continue to 
deny those rights to any American be- 
cause the color of his skin is different.”’ 

Because of discrimination there are 
those who have enjoyed only the fringe 
benefits of democracy and are seeking 
“dignity, freedom and self-fulfillment,” 
the senator said, adding that with “this 
quest every Christian, by his very name 
of Christian, should be identified.” 

James H. Robinson, pastor of the 
Church of the Master, New York, de- 
clared there is a new frontier for lay 
people as individuals in international 
affairs. Such persons, he observed, can 
frequently be “more significant’? abroad 
than official ambassadors. 

He described the part youth has played 
already in person-to-person relationships 
in such projects as “Operation Cross- 
roads Africa” which the Negro minister 
heads. Under this program American 
students go overseas to work among 
Africans. 


Too Many “Un-Leaders” 


More than 1,000 laymen attended a 
communion service and breakfast ending 
the three-day meeting. Addressing the 
breakfast, Kenneth G. Neigh, general 
secretary of the United Presbyterian 
Board of National Missions, urged the 
men to be “tough advocates” of their 
faith. 

He said that today “we have too many 
un-leaders” and asserted that laymen 
must provide a new kind of leadership 
witness wherever they find themselves. 


MINISTERS UNDER 40 
WILL WRITE ESSAYS 


GENEVA (RNS)—The third ecumenical 
essay contest has been announced here 
by the World Council of Churches with 
December 31, the postmark closing date 
for entries. 

Open to all ordained ministers under 
40, the contest will have as its theme: 
“What does it mean for the local con- 
gregation to say: I believe in the Holy 
Catholic Church?” First prize is 1,000 
Swiss francs ($230). 

WCC officials said the competition's 
purpose is to encourage young clergymen 
in the study of some of the principal Bib- 
lical and theological issues under cur- 
rent ecumenical discussion, and to make 
available the best results of their work. 

Essayists are asked to describe “the 
Biblical and theological basis for preach- 
ing and teaching in a local church re- 
garding the relationship of that congre- 
gation to the Una Sancta which we con- 
fess in the creeds.” 

A leaflet* announcing the contest says 


*WCC, Room 439, 475 Riverside Dr., 
NYC 27, for details. 





“it enables the younger generation of the 
Christian ministry to participate per- 
sonally in the ecumenical conversation.” 

The World Council includes more than 
170 Protestant and Orthodox denomina- 
tions in 50 countries throughout the world 
representing some 170 million people. 





PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR | 


And Related Events 





NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); UPUSA to the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to 
the National Council of Churches; WCC, to 
the World Council of Churches. 


MARCH, 1961 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), Jerusalem, the 
Golden. Bernard of Cluny, 12th century, 
Hymnbook 428. 

Bible Readings (UPUSA), Luke 14—23: 
49. 

March emphasis (U. S.), Evangelism. 

March 6-10, Sprunt Lectures, Union Sem- 
inary, Richmond, Va.; Alumni luncheon, 
March 7. 

March 6-9, General Council, UPUSA, New 
York. 

March 12, One Great Hour of Sharing, 
Church World Service. 

Mar. 17-18, COEMAR, UPUSA, New York. 

March 17-19, Natl. Council UPUSA Men, 
Chicago. 

March 19, Camp Fire Girls Sunday. 

Mar. 27-28, Youth Dept., World Youth 
Projects Committee, WCC, New York. 

Mar. 28-30, Consultation on the Ministry 
of the Laity, Buckhill Falls, Pa. 

Mar. 28-Apr. 4, Dept. of the Laity, Third 
African Seminar, in collaboration with 
the John Knox House and the World 
Student Christian Federation, WCC, 
Geneva. 

March 31, Good Friday. 


APRIL, 1961 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), All People 
That on Earth Do Dwell. Ps. 100. 
Hymnbook 24. 

Bible Reading 
23:50—24; 
15-17, 
9-14. 

April emphasis (U. S.), Christian Higher 
Education. 

April 2, Easter. (Offering for relief of 
world need and suffering, U. S.) 

Apr. 2-May 21, Easter to Pentecost. 

Apr. 10-13, Dept. on Church and Society, 
Consultation on Race Relations, WCC, 
Bossey, Switzerland. 

Apr. 12-14, Associated Church Press, Chi- 
cago. 

Apr. 16, National Christian College Day, 
NCC. Day of Prayer for School and Col- 
leges. 

Apr. 16-23, Church Paper Week (U. S.). 

Apr. 16-20, Conference on European Men’s 
Work, Bossey, WCC. 

Apr. 20-25, Faith and Order Study Com: 
mission on Institutionalism, WCC, Hei- 
delberg, Germany. 

Apr. 23, Call to prayer for the Presbyte 
rian, U.S., General Assembly. 

Apr. 23, Seminary-Presbyterian School of 
Christian Education Day (U.S.). 

Apr. 24-May 4, Youth Dept., East-West 
Youth Leaders Conf., WCC, Berlin. 

Apr. 26-28, U. S. Conf. for the WCC, Buck 
Hill Falls, Pa. 

Apr. 27-May 2, Presbyerian, U. S., General 
Assembly, Dallas, Texas. (Apr. 26, Pre 
Assembly Conf. on Evangelism) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


(UPUSA), Apr. 1-9, Lk. 
Apr. 10-14; Ezra 1-6; Apr. 
Haggai; Apr. 18-30, Zachariah 





wil 


by 
hel 
sta 
me 
grc 


sch 
fri 
we 
ou! 
bel 
tha 
an 


tha 
wa 


its 
Da 


ant 


Nc 


oul 
bu: 
of 

poi 
val 


so 

sta 
Tep 
the 
thi 
dol 
sor 
oth 
bor 
mi 
the 
to 

Wo 
an 


all 


ma 


the 
per- 
on,” 
than 
‘ina- 
‘orld 


ple. 


ferian 


m. 
Sem- 
sheon, 


, New 
aring, 


York. 
_ Men, 


Youth 
York. 
inistry 

Third 
n with 

World 

WCC, 


People 
s. 100. 


-9, LK. 
»; Apr. 
shariah 
Higher 
slief of 
t. 
Society, 
, WCC, 
ss, Chi 


ge Day, 
and Col- 


U. S.). 
n Men’s 


ly Com- 
CC, Her 
resbyte 
chool of 
SP 
ast-West 
rlin. 
‘1C, Buck 


General 
26, Pre 
) 


UTLOOK 





THE PLAIN MAN AND HIS GOD 


S RELIGION an essential, a luxury 
] item, or only a piece of excess baggage 
with a glittering nameplate? 

I have been greatly disturbed lately 
by an attitude that seems to be widely 
held. In the space of a few weeks I was 
startled to find the same viewpoint in 
members of the three major religious 
groupings of our country. 

I had occasion to go to our local high 
school office. The principal gave me a 
friendly welcome and said, “Sorry you 
weren't here sooner. We had a rabbi at 
our assembly today. He spoke about the 
beliefs of the Jewish people. He said 
that the Jews of today do not believe in 
any atonement. They recognize no need 
of any atonement for they do not feel 
that they are alienated from God in any 
way.” 

The principal and I discussed this idea 
in the light of the Old Testament, with 
its temple arrangement, sin offerings, 
Day of Atonement, and mercy seat— 
and wondered. 


No Church Needed 

Shortly after, I was visiting one of 
our members in the hospital. Two of his 
business associates were with him. All 
of us had an interesting discussion of 
points of religious belief. One man ad- 
vanced an unusual idea which moved me 
to ask him what church he belonged to, 
so that we might have a better under- 
standing of the origin of the idea. He 
replied, “I am a Roman Catholic.” To 
the observation that I did not know that 
this was Catholic teaching, he replied, “I 
don’t know that it is. The Father has 
some doubts about my ideas. In fact, the 
other day he was about to throw me out 
bodily. I told him that I had not com- 
mitted a carnal sin for three years and 
then I said, ‘Father, did vou ever stop 
to think that if all the people in the 
world were like me we would not need 
any churches or any people like you at 
sr” 

It was at this juncture that he reported 
a very irate cleric. 

Then I was calling upon a family 
whose names were on our church roll 
but who had never indicated any inter- 
est whatever in the church. In the course 
of the visit the man said that he felt 
no particular need of the church or no 
very good reason for attending. He ended 
by saying, “Now I don’t want you to 
think I am a communist or an atheist. 
I believe that if you keep the Ten Com- 
mandments you are all right and nothing 
more is necessary.” 

To a few questions about keeping the 
Ten Commandments he responded, “‘Per- 
haps I’m not as strong on them as I 
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By J. M. FINDLEY BROWN 


could be.” However, to date, he has reg- 
istered no new religious fervor. 
Carnation in the Buttonhole 

Here it is! Vast areas of our popula- 
tion have no sense of anything wrong in 
themselves for which religion is the only 
cure. They indicate no very specific 
sense of the value or meaning of faith. 
For such persons, religion exists as a 
carnation worn in the buttonhole of one’s 
best suit, quite as likely to show up at 
the supper club as at the church. It is 
an adorning touch, not the breath of life. 
It is concerned with gracious trivialities, 
not with the issue of life and death. 

For such people the confession of faith 
might go something like this: “Now 
look, it’s this way. I’m getting on well. 
I just had an increase in salary. I live 
in the greatest country under the sun. 
We are the richest and the strongest. I’d 
argue that last point with anyone. I play 
golf on the finest course in this area. 
You’d be surprised what it costs to be- 
long to a club like that. It’s not peanuts, 
I'll tell you. But you meet the boys 
that are getting ahead, so it’s worth the 
money. I’ve never been in jail. I pay 
my bills. I provide well for my family. 
I have stocks and insurance. I own my 
own home; in another year the mortgage 
will be paid off and we'll probably move 
to a ritzier neighborhood and buy a big- 
ger house. Pretty good, isn’t it? Now 
what more to life is there than that?” 


There Is More 

What more indeed! There is that by 
which all the separate parts of life come 
to their true worth. All things betray 
those who betray God. And life brings 
good to those who trust and obey God. 
The complacent view misses the essential 
meaning of life which is found only in 
God. This value can exist as restraint 
against the corrosions of evil. It can 
exist as the thing which keeps one from 
living without purpose or goal. It can 
exist as the true cure for emptiness of 
soul. It can exist as strength, peace, joy 
and hope. Such values are precious in- 
tangibles. They are not quite as visible 
as a bottle of champagne, but they are 
a great deal more real. The neuroses of 
those who rule out these features are 
many and varied. 

There are several aspects of religion 
that need re-emphasis if it is to main- 
tain its full value. It must exist as 
yearning and aspiration. Religion in- 
volves an eager desire to press on; it is 
not fixation or stagnation. The ideal is 
a vast mountain with its top hidden in 
the sky. Abraham, whose life has been 
accepted as the symbol of faith, went 


out not knowing whither he went, search- 
ing diligently for the city of God. We 
are not concerned with finding a com- 
fortable stopping-place in religion. We 
are concerned with finding the pathway 
to what is better. The student cannot 
say, “I have learned enough. Now it is 
time to stop learning.” He knows that 
truth is out there beckoning him on. 
Those who practice love find no place 
to stop. A wife cannot say, “I have 
cleaned and cooked enough for my fam- 
ily. Now I will stop and enjoy myself.” 
Nor can the husband say, “I have sup- 
ported my family long enough; now I'll 
stop and spend my money on myself.” 
Paul presents love as an unpayable obli- 
gation: “Owe no man anything but to 
love one another.” Religion keeps its 
vitality and interest when it keeps the 
pilgrim or pioneering spirit, and exists as 
adventure. 


Dollar-Mark Morality 


We have made the material side of life 
too much the standard for all. We meas- 
ure by the dollar-sign. We even relate 
morality to the material advantage it 
brings, of course in a subtle way. Some 
hold that anything that makes money 
is right. Sam Ward, brother of Julia 
Ward Howe, was one of the successful 
lobbyists of his day. Once before a Sen- 
ate investigation committee he was asked 
if a lot of money was not wasted by cor- 
porations on expensive dinners. He re- 
plied, “I do not think money is ever 
wasted on a good dinner. If a man dines 
badly he forgets to say his prayers going 
to bed, but if he dines well, he feels like 
a saint.” Too many feel good for no 
higher reason. Instead of a sound moral 
sense, we have come to a hazy, money- 
dominated casuistry. Some pretty base 
practices are excused today because they 
are “legal.” The real reason they exist 
is that they are profitable. We need to 
rethink our entire social morality. 

Morality cannot be made a pose or a 
conformity. It must maintain its crea- 
tivity. If it does so it will inspire the 
souls of men. God’s laws of life are set 
before us in his word, specifically in the 
Ten Commandments and the Sermon on 
the Mount. The law of God is a uni- 
versal obligation. However, the degree 
to which it is received and obeyed de- 
pends on a comprehension of the love 
of God. True goodness is not living 
up to a standard, but out from an ex- 
perience. It is only through some great 
experience of the goodness of God that 
men find the capacity to live well. In 
the words of the hymn of Watts: 


“Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


The humanist generally succeeds in 
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bringing down the standard to his own 
level, which of necessity is low. A man’s 
efforts at goodness must be rooted in the 
nature and work of God’s grace in Christ, 
or they shrivel. A steadfast faith in-God 
and a constant vision of his essential 
goodness are necessary. The man who 
sees nothing above himself or beyond 
himself finally loses his capacity to see at 
all. 

Our need is acute. We need to be re- 
deemed from our complacency, haziness, 
and littleness and find all our ways and 
our plans related to the renewing power 
of God. It is by his wisdom, power, and 
love that we can come to a new life and 
a new day. 


From St. Louis 


PONDERABLES ... 





From the annual meeting of the 
National Council of Churches’ Di- 
vision of Christian Education in St. 
Louis: 


We and our children have to begin to 
live with the idea that life with intelli- 
gence will exist on millions or billions 
of planets and may even, in many cases, 
be far superior to our own.—Haro_p 
Priuc of Eden Theological Seminary. 

. * 8 

Children are asking theological ques- 
tions today that range all the way from 
the why of whooping cough to the nature 
of the strange fires being kindled on the 
“atomic altars” of Oak Ridge. 

Not only do they ask if Christ is the 
Savior of unknown worlds still to be ex- 
plored in outer space, but they may ask 
whether it can be proved that Christ ever 
lived at all—Epwin T. DAHLBERG, Del- 
mar Baptist Church, St. Louis, Mo. 

o. * 

If the church gets concerned with fam- 
ily for the sake of the church and ex- 
ploits it to that end, both church and 
family can be lost—W. CLarK ELLZEy 
of Stephens College, Missouri. 

* * * 

For the most part religious schools 
have been fairly traditional and con- 
servative. They have not kept pace with 
the public schools—EpcAar MUELLER, 
Canterbury School, University City, Mo. 

* * * 

We cannot preconceive what drama- 
in-the-church will be until we have had 
the courage to come of age through many 
years of its trying adolescence. ... Why 
are we so dead as to think this takes 
courage? How has Christianity become 
so defined that newness is not our very 
life? Old truth is dead unless it becomes 
the same truth, new again, in each gen- 
eration. 

Church members often expect first- 
rate performance from the plumbing in- 
stalled in their buildings and yet excuse 
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careless and half-earnest gestures from 
the arts... . Christianity is a faith that 
should inspire greatness—PHyYLLIs B. 
BEARDSLEY of the Bishop’s Players, San- 
ta Barbara, Calif. 

2 * * 

Sacrifice is often misunderstood as a 
gift to God which is either required by 
a bloodthirsty God or by priests who 
want to stay in business. . . . Resurrec- 
tion is misconstrued as the continuation 
of individual existence in some sort of 
eternal Sun Valley paradise. . . . In the 
Bible, sacrifice is the gift of God to man, 
the sacrifice brought by God to man 
rather than a bribe paid to God, for 
“God so loved the world that he gave 
his Son.” 

Resurrection is signalled wherever 
God raises one man to redeem Israel and 
to bring in a new age. The resurrection 
of Christ is the acceptance and glorifica- 
tion of Christ’s obedience, and the be- 
ginning of a new age. Therefore, by 
sacrifice and resurrection God gives 
peace to man. This peace is at least as 
important, valid and indispensable as 
the making of peace after a war. The 
teaching of the gospel urges us to rec- 
ognize and to enjoy the peace made on 
our behalf—Marcus Bartu of the 
University of Chicago Divinity School. 

* * * 

In order to minister properly to per- 
sons, the church must: 

1. Care less about making people re- 
ligious and more about understanding 
them. 

2. Be less certain about its present 
work and patterns; listen more and learn 
the real questions people are asking. 

3. Take the role of the agent of Chris- 
tian social change and prepare people 
to engage effectively in such activities. 

4. Care as much about how people 
become responsible members and make 
ethical judgments as about their acquir- 
ing basic facts about the Gospels. 

5. Become more explicit about issues 
and to take the consequences if accused 
of being controversial. 

6. Be more alert to concrete human 
needs. 

—RatpH N. Movutp, UPUSA Board 
of Christian Education, Philadelphia. 


BEAVER College (Pa.) plans are being 
discussed looking toward credit and non- 
credit summer travel-study tours, junior 
years abroad, and a faculty study and 
exchange plan. 


* * * 


BuENA Vista College (Iowa) has 
sponsored its eleventh annual Northwest 
Iowa high school invitational forensic 
conference, giving 220 certificates of 
merit to those achieving excellent and 
superior ratings and three scholarships to 
top winners. 





FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e A teacher has just put 
into my hands a pamphlet written by a 
professor of education in Chicago, How 
to Run Away from an Educational Prob. 
lem. It outlines eleven steps, of which 
the first and last are, “Say that we must 
not move too rapidly; this will avoid the 
necessity of getting started at all,” and 
“Ask what is meant by the question. By 
the time that is clarified it will be time to 
go home.” Sounds familiar! Could I 
have heard the same advice in church 
assemblies ? 


TUESDAY e According to James Bald- 
win, a marked change is taking place in 
the Negro churches. Until recently they 
were places where people came for sanc- 
tuary and comfort; the minister could 
not possibly hope to effect any material 
change in the lives of his parishioners 
and they did not expect him to. But now 
the ministers are becoming the symbols 
and spearheads of a real change of status 
and situation. It will be interesting to 
see what effect this will have on the 
structure and content of worship in those 
churches. Will they continue to sing the 
same kind of hymns and use the same 
forms of devotion? Probably so, since 
there is nothing more conservative than 
religious forms; many of the songs and 
prayers in a white congregation lag well 
behind the actual situation of the wor- 
shippers. 


WEDNESDAY e I thought about the 
foregoing paragraph when I was praying 
the General Confession in chapel this 
morning, for the words, “‘a godly, sober 
and righteous life” so obviously belong 
to a time when order, restraint, balance 
were the prime requisites. Today, is it 
sobriety we need or vehemence? As W. 
B. Yeats said, “The best lack all con- 
viction, and the worst are filled with pas- 
sionate intensity.” And did not Paul 
counsel his converts to become intoxicated 
with the spirit? Religion is not a seda- 
tive but a source of power. 


THURSDAY e A friend has sent me 
the program for ministers’ week in Chi- 
cago Theological Seminary. It seems to 
have been an exciting and profitable time 
for all. Not only was there a first-class 
lecturer, Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s friend, 
Eberhard Bethge, elucidating the thought 
of that seminal thinker, but there were 
seminars on “A New Search for the 
Historic Jesus,” “Christian Doctrines in 
the Light of Psychology,” “Sham and 
Reality in American Culture,” and “The 
Renewed Engagement between Science 
and Religion.” I recently attended 4 
minister’s week at which there were three 
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EDITORIAL 


Applause for Governor Collins 


On earlier occasions we have paid 
tribute here to Florida’s former Governor 
LeRoy Collins for his witness to some 
of the basic considerations all too easily 
neglected by some politicians. As the 
new president of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters he has once more 
shown himself to be a man of rare wis- 
dom and high courage. 

In a talk to the NAB board of direc- 
tors, Mr. Collins talked turkey about 
issues that it would seem should trouble 
broadcasters more than now appears to 
be the case. Directors representing the 

















main lecturers, and 15 public lectures. 
Too many! The small seminar in which 
a busy minister can get to grips with a 
teacher and his fellow-students is much 
to be preferred. 


FRIDAY e Some of my students are 
discovering the exciting and prophetic 
theologian, Frederick Denison Maurice. 
They find his approach very refreshing 
after heavy doses of what seems to them 
to be study of the Bible in an archeo- 
logical manner. Maurice spoke out of 
the Bible, his thought was altogether 
controlled by the leading ideas and cate- 
gories of the Bible, but he always spoke 
from within the Bible to the people of 
his own time about the things of his own 
time. 


SATURDAY e I have been listening 
to the “Prayers of Kierkegaard” on the 
radio, set to music by the contemporary 
composer, Samuel Barber, and I have 
had a new insight into the passion of 
that tormented Dane. Was not all his 
work a form of prayer? 


SUNDAY e I wonder how many peo- 
ple find it impossible to listen to the 
gospel we preach because we express it 
so badly? Nietzche once said, “They 
must sing better songs ere I learn to 
believe in their Savior.” 
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networks were described as something 
less than enthusiastic. They opposed re- 
lease of his speech for publication. How- 
ever, the board as a whole gave Mr. Col- 
lins an ovation and formal endorsement. 
Here are some of the things he said: 


“There is little to be gained now by 
arguing that there is no measurable con- 
nection between the extensive broadcast- 
ing of crime and violence and the growth 
of juvenile delinquency, for the truth is 
that a large part of the public feels there 
is. 
“There is little to be gained now by 
arguing that there is more ‘good’ pro- 
gramming than ‘bad’ programming, for a 
large part of the public is convinced that 
there is not enough ‘good’ and too much 
‘bad.’ 

“There is little to be gained now by 
pointing to the marvelous job done by 
the networks and the industry generally 
in political and news reporting if by do- 
ing so we should assume that this mag- 
nificent right in one area condones wrong 
in another. 

“There is little to be gained now by in- 
sisting that the ratings show this pro- 
gram or that program to be most popular, 
for our basic commitment is to advance 
the public interest—and if any program 
is an influence for debasement and is in- 
imical to the public welfare, regardless of 
how popular, in my opinion its public 
broadcast cannot be justified. 

“Broadcasting cannot afford to fall into 
serious disrepute. It simply cannot afford 
to become identified with what is cheap 
and degrading. 

“Broadcasters, I feel, should stand firm- 
ly on the proposition that nothing in 
their business which is wrong can be 
excused and left unattended and, further, 
it ig their business to correct it. 

“Our efforts up to now leave a vacuum 
and no vacuum lasts for long.” 


Governor Collins struck a noble blow 
at the control the rating services exer- 
cise over broadcasting, with the result of 
their polls determining the American 
broadcasting diet and the time the meals 
are to be served. The broadcasting in- 
dustry itself, he said, is allowing “an 
outsider to become master of its own 
house and does not even check his health 
card.” 

It would seem that an opportunity is 
offered here to rally around this good 
leadership and give support to what Gov- 
ernor Collins is saying and attempting 
to do, as broadcasters are led by the hand 
to see that they have a higher obliga- 
tion than to pander to the most prolific 
tastes in a community rather than mov- 
ing toward at least some of their educa- 
tional and cultural potentialities. 

Now, in terms of local activity, Jack 
Gould of the New York Times, in sup- 
porting the Collins program, points a 
finger also toward the community level: 

“In reality, the individual stations often 
exercise strong control over the end out- 
put of the networks by abandoning a net- 
work given to public service in favor of 
one concerned with ratings, by rejecting 
public-service shows that do not have 
sponsors, by cluttering the air waves with 
an unreasonable volume of spot announce- 
ments. 

“Actually, enlightened independent sta- 


tions and particularly the networks 
should be the first to applaud the ini- 
tiative of Mr. Collins. . . . For his part, 
he has offered an exciting challenge in 
endeavoring to awaken the grass-roots 
level of broadcasting to the perils of in- 
difference to the course that TV travels.” 


GUEST EDITORS 


Tom Dooley Lays Down 
His Life 

Tom Dooley, jungle doctor and saint 
of Laos, has laid down his life. He died 
in a New York hospital . . . conqueror of 
the Laotian jungle, victim at thirty-four 
of cancer. The founder of the Medico 
(Medical International Co-operation), 
an organization devoted to helping those 
in primitive conditions everywhere, Dr. 
Tom Dooley was of the Schweitzer- 
Gladys Aylward tradition. Thought and 
deed were to them all no separated, un- 
related abstractions. The one involved 
the other. “The significance of a man 
is not what he has done, but what he 
shall do and be,” said Schweitzer. This 
was Tom Dooley. 

Dooley was a Roman Catholic who 
refused to be hemmed in by denomina- 
tionalism, and found himself equally at 
home in a Protestant church or a Jewish 
synagogue. 

It was in Viet Nam at the time of 
Dienbienphu that Dooley first impressed 
his striking personality on his American 
colleagues. As a junior doctor in the 
U. S. Navy, involved in the mass evacua- 
tion of many Vietnamese citizens, he felt 
that personal commitment and responsi- 
bility is the key to the problem of life. 
“The people of the world must do things 
on their own,” he said. “The govern- 
ment or the United Nations can only go 
so far.” 

Always happy, always able to see the 
funny side, this “efficient saint” was a 
first-rate example of modern disciple- 
ship. Dooley economics made a great 
appeal. By-passing organization (wrote 
George Nicholson in The British Weekly 
in November 1959) “he scores by this 
person-to-person and _ dollar-to-patient 
appeal. In one town he organized an 
‘Eat a hamburger for Dr. Dooley Day.’ 
At another place he sold ‘Laos cookies,’ 
and in another ‘Soap for Dr. Dooley.’ ” 
Always he got co-operation. 

It is a pity that cancer, which still 
defies the progress of medical science, 
has taken this young man away. But it 
didn’t without a battle. 

But that was Tom Dooley. 

—The British Weekly, by the editor, 

Denis Duncan. 
* <¢ s 


“WE HAVE BEEN so anxious to give 

our children what we didn’t have that 
we have neglected to give them what we 
did have.”—Quoted by Dan Herr in 
Stop Pushing, published by Doubleday 
and Co. 








GREAT NEWS FORN 
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To the one American in four who does not drink, we are pleased 
and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization 
Policy, which will pay you $100 a week in cash, from your first 
day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as you are 
there, even for life! 


If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our na- 
tion’s #3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart dis- 
ease and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to 
infection and are naturally sick more often and sick longer than 
those who do not drink. Yet their insurance—-UNTIL NOW— 
cost the same as yours. NOW with the Gold Star Plan, your rates 
are based on the SUPERIOR HEALTH RECORDS of Non- 
Drinkers! Why should you help pay for the hospitalization of 
those who ruin their health by drink? Gold Star rewards you 
instead of penalizing you for not drinking! 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most mod- 
ern type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate 
because the Gold Star Policy is offered only to non-drinkers. With 
this policy, you receive $100 a week, in cash, from the first day and 
as long as you remain in the hospital! This money is paid to you in 
cash to be used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills—anything 
you wish. Your policy cannot be cancelled by the company no 
matter how long you remain in the hospital or how often you 
are sick. And the present low rate on your policy can never be 
raised simply because you get old, or have too many claims, but 
only in the event of a general rate adjustment up or down for all 
policyholders! 


Presbyterian Leaders Say— 


HENDERSON BELK, Vice-President and Director 
of Belk Stores: “It is a pleasure to recommend 
the Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization 
Plan, which is headed by Arthur DeMoss. He is a 
fine dedicated Christian, and this insurance plan 
should meet the needs of many at minimum cost.” 





; ve oe 7? 


DR. J. PARK McCALLIE, beloved head of The 
McCallie School: “I have been happy to be able to 
take out hospital insurance in the World Mutual 
Health & Accident Insurance Company of Penna. 
for myself, wife, and daughter at such a reasonable 
rate, even though I am advanced in years, because 
we do not use alcoholic beverages. I have known 
Mr. Arthur DeMoss and Mr. Ted DeMoss for some 
years and have complete confidence in them.” 





DR. JOHN A. REDHEAD, JR., Protestant Hour 
Radio Pastor, noted denomination leader: ‘The 
DeMoss plan for providing coverage for non- 
drinkers makes sense and invites favorable com- 
ment. The unconditional, money-back pledge guar- 
antees no loss, and a sizeable saving on premiums 
means money in the bank.” 





One out of every seven people will spend some time in the hos- 
pital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the hospital— 
32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn will 
be next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall on 
the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, or some sudden ill- 
ness, or operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or 
months, and could cost thousands of dollars. 


How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with costly 
doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks lose 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly in 
debt for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t hap- 
pen to you, but please don’t gamble! Remember, once the doctor 
tells you it is your turn to enter the hospital, it’s too late to buy 
coverage at any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy, you would 
receive $100 per week (or $14.29 daily) in cash, as long as you remain 
in the hospital, if your hospital stay is less than one week, you still col- 
lect at the rate of $14.29 per day. Even if you are already covered by 
another policy, the Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and will 
pay you directly, in addition to your present policy. 

This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month for each 
adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. For each child 
under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month’s protection. And for each 
adult of age 65 through 100, the premium is only $6 a month. 

And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT Hospital Plan, there is 
no limit on how long you can stay in the hospital, no limit on the number 


of times you can collect (and the Company can never cancel your policy), 
and no limit on age! 


Money-Back Guarantee 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman wi 
eall. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over 
Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 
or, your Christian friends or some trusted advisor 

‘e it provides evactly what we've told vou it does 
if for any reason whatsoever you are not fully satis- 
t mail your policy back within ten days, and we'll 
fully refund your entire premium by return mail, 


oS a0 


» questions asked. So, vou see, you have everything 
' 


nd nothing to lose 


e 





Bank Reference: PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 


THE WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH AND 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY 
World Mutual has been operating since 1920, and has an unimpeachable 
record of honesty, service, and integrity. By special arrangements with 


DeMoss Associates, World Mutual has underwritten this Gold Star Total 
Abstainers Hospitalization Policy. 


This plan offered exclusively by 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 


“Special Protection for Special People” 
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RNON-DRINKERS!! 
J\sT REDUCED RATES 


( fFE to the readers of PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
\L EYNATION! NO AGE LIMIT! NO SALESMEN! 


FOR PROOF OF SERVICE AND ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
RELIABILITY, READ THESE LETTERS: Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 


Mary Frances King, Huntington, Maryland—‘“I have been Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight 
unfortunate in having to be in the hospital twice since I of one eye 


have had a policy with you. However, I have been very well 
pleased with the way you have settled my claim each time. Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or 
both feet. 


A sincere thank you to DeMoss Associates.”’ 
Pays double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for 
specified travel accidents! 


























Rev. Nels Lundgren, Elkins, West Virginia—‘‘I hasten to 
thank you for your prompt, courteous, and generous settle- 
ment of my hospital claim. I am truly sold on your com- 
pany and will speak a good word for it wherever I can, I 
was especially challenged by the low cost in comparison 
with others and the benefits received, and that insurance 
would go into immediate effect. Little did I realize that I 
would have to call upon you so soon. I truly look upon my 
learning of your company as a God-send.” 


RUSH COUPON NOW! 


Mr. James Passwater, Greentown, Indiana—‘We are well 
pleased with your promptness and lack of red tape in pay- 
ment of our claim.” 


TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 


APPLICATION TO PO-31 


World Mutual Health & Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. 





Mr. Clyde A. MeMillon, Marion Center, Pennsylvania—‘‘Re- 
ceived check covering time in Indiana Hospital. This was 
my first trip to hospital, and it came very unexpectedly. I 
appreciate the fine service of your company. I can recom- 














mend your group and service most highly.” My name is 

Mary B. Gilbert, Lafayette, Indiana—“Indeed I have been Street or RD # 

completely satisfied with your service and wish to express 

my appreciation for checks received in payment of my re- City State 

cent claims. Since we are in very moderate circumstances, J 

this insurance has indeed been a blessing to us and we thank Date of Birth: Month Day Year 





you and praise the Lord for making this help possible for 
us.” 


My occupation is 
My beneficiary is 
| also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 

NAME. DATE OF BIRTH 








@Guaranteed renewable. 
(Only YOU can cancel) 


@ No age limit. 
@ Immediate coverage! Full 
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ating hospital anywhere in 
the world! 

@ Pays in addition to any 
other hospital 
you may carry. 

@ All benefits paid directly 
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@ All claim checks are sent 
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benefits go into effect noon 
of the day your policy is 
issued. 

@ No limit on the number of 
times you can collect. 

@ Pays whether you are in 
the hospital for only a day 
or two, or for many weeks, 
months, or even years! 

@ No policy 


fees or enroll- 


I 

| 

| 

| 

| 

[ 

| 
CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: : 
1 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


1 


2 


3 





4 
Have you or any member above listed been disabled by either accident or illness or have you 




































Valley Forge, Pa. 


it, and my entire 
premium will be 
promptly refunded. 


'STAR 
YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY RATES 


PROMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. 











I 
I 











beery ? ment tons? or they had medical advice or treatment or have you or they been advised to have a surgical 
@No health examination @ Ten-day unconditional] | operation in the last five years? Yes NoO 
necessary. money-back guarantee! | if so, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 
fully recovered 
Only Conditions Not Covered: | 
Pregnancy; any act of war; pre-existing conditions; or hos- | 
ats mack ay the wee of ete Romenge or ner { ! hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and | 
otics. Everything else IS covered. hereby apply to the World Mutual Health and Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. for a policy based 
| on the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover conditions originating prior to 
“abe RES ae Ree Se eee ie | the date of insurance, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the 
Ey written answers to the foregoing questions 
5 & | Bee cc ccccccccoeccoecces Signed: X PTYTETTITT TTT TTT TTT TTT 
m - “ i 
HERE'S ALL YOU DO: ¥ : = 
| HERE MONTHLY YEARLY. ag | 
amount specified on 
. a e e : h It 
o Fill out application at right. {| ARE 19-64 povsemmmmy "Go | ee «the left for cach por | 
Z - T sei = = son to be covered, { 
: Q Enclose in an envelope with | HE Each adult age 6 with the understand. 
65-100 poys sum e co. ing that | can return 
your first payment. ; LOW ud ee ae 
A p Each child age 18 3 30 my policy within | 
3) Mail to DeMoss Associates, IGOLD and under pays am . as days if | am not com- 
pletely satisfied with | 
j 
1 
l 


a 
4 


1 ,apraicarion,, VALLEY FORGE 
geno coyee wstr'ets:) DE MOSS ASSOCIATES pena. 


MARCH 6, 1961 








SHALL WE LET GOD DECIDE? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“They cast lots for them; and the lot 
fell on Matthias; and he was enrolled 
with the eleven apostles.” —Acts 1:26. 

HE FOLLOWING STORY was told 

by the grandson of the man involved. 
It begins in the old world, in a strongly 
Christian community, Christian in the 
way theologians call “‘pietistic.” 

The old parish minister one morning 
told his people: “I cannot go on here 
alone. The parish has grown and the 
calls on my time and strength are too 
much for me. You must select for me a 
young man to be my assistant.” So the 
congregation met, and after prayer, se- 
lected three young men of their number, 
any one of whom they would think ca- 
pable of becoming an assistant minister. 
Lots were drawn, probably by the method 
used in Mennonite communities, though 
the grandson was not sure of details. If 
that was the way it was done, three slips 
of paper would be prepared, with a Bible 
verse on one. Then they would be placed 
in the pulpit Bible, and the three boys 
would go up in the presence of the con- 
gregation. The boy who drew the slip 
with the Bible verse was held to be God’s 
choice. However it was done, the lot fell 
to this man’s grandfather. He had never 
intended to be a minister; there were no 
ministers in the family, though some pro- 
fessional people. At any rate, he was 
given a suitable education, and became 
in time a successful minister of the gos- 
pel. 

That experience, and the happy out- 
come for him, made him all his life quite 
partial to the procedure of casting lots. 
He felt that this was the right way; not 
to decide but to let the Lord decide. And 
he did exactly that, even at great crises. 
For instance: a theological seminary, fa- 
mous throughout Europe, some years 
later invited him to come and join its 
faculty. He sat down at his desk and 
wrote two letters to the authorities of the 
theological school. In one letter he 
thanked them for the invitation, but ex- 
plained why it would not be possible for 
him to accept. In the other letter he 
thanked them, and accepted with pleas- 
ure. He signed each letter, addressed it 
and stamped it for mailing. He went 
downstairs and said to the maid: “On 
my desk there are two letters. I want you 
to take one of them, I don’t care which 
one, and mail it.”” The maid (remember 
this was in Europe in the old days) did 
just what she was told. She picked up 
one letter and mailed it. 

It was the letter declining the invita- 
tion to teach theology. Many years later 
this same preacher’s son was invited to 
teach, in the same theological faculty, 
and became one of the most able and 
widely known theologians of his genera- 
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tion. The father always said: “God knew 
best; for my son makes a much better 
professor than I would have.” 

Now the grandson, himself a nephew 
of the professor, and a theologian in his 
own right, presented the story as a sort 
of dilemma. You can see, he said in ef- 
fect, what confidence and contentment 
there is in such a life of trust. Leave all 
to God, let him make life’s choices, and 
all will be well. On the other hand—you 
can see what this does to character. What 
will be the effect on a man of never mak- 
ing up his own mind, never facing a 
decision on his own? He has the grace 
of trust in God, but he lacks the strength 
of soul that comes only when decisions 
are personally faced and wrestled with. 

O DOUBT you can get an argu- 

ment over this. The present writer 
can speak only for himself, on the basis 
of such experience and study of the Bible 
as he has had. 

It would save at least half the wear 
and tear of life to be able to let God 
make all our decisions. In that case we 
could not make a mistake, we could rare- 
ly if ever sin, if we followed precisely 
and obediently the directions of the all- 
wise God. Not only that, but we should 
never lose a moment’s sleep over ques- 
tions calling for our decisions. We need 
never know fear, because we should al- 
ways be on God’s road, never on a bypath 
leading to Doubting Castle. 

Nevertheless there would always be 
the haunting question, for some of us at 
any rate—TIs this God’s will? Instead of 
the question, Have I chosen aright? which 
we face when we have made a personal 
choice, I have the question, Have I seen 
aright? By what right do I say that a 
particular side of a coin, a particular 
straw, a particular number, is the true 
sign of God’s will? 

HEN WE READ the Bible, we do 

not find many cases where God’s 
people cast lots to find what to do. In 
this particular case in Acts, the name of 
Matthias is mentioned here for the first 
time. Christians have always argued over 
the questions, whether there needed to 
be any such election, and if so, whether 
this was the way to conduct it, and wheth- 
er Matthias was a good man for the po- 
sition. He certainly did nothing from 
that day on to make a single writer of 
the New Testament give him so much as 
a footnote mention. 

On the other hand, we do find the 
word Choose, in the imperative mood, 
in important places in the Bible. “I have 
set before you life and death, blessing 
and curse; therefore choose life,” said 
Moses to his people (Deut. 30:19). 
“Choose this day whom you will serve,” 


said Joshua to the same people Israe] 
(Josh. 24:15). The Israelites, when God 
denounces them for their sins, are often 
said to have “chosen” the wrong things, 
Sin lies not in deciding, sin lies in de- 
ciding wrong. 

John R. Mott used to say that decisive- 
ness, the habit of acting on the basis of 
the evidence once the evidence is in, is 
basic in Christian character. Not to 
choose means not to think, and God did 
not give us minds for nothing. Indeed, 
the necessity for decision may be a clue 
to part of the meaning of freedom. We 
may often wish, in weary hours, that we, 
like our machines, could be fully au- 
tomatic. But God, who in love created us, 
knowing that obedience and love, en- 
forced, are not obedience nor love, and 
loving us freely, made us to be creatures 
who can love and obey only when such 
is our willing choice. 


Newark Presbytery Seeks 
4-Way Unity Discussion 


Newark, N.J. (RNS)—Newark Pres- 
bytery of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, voted here to seek church 
unity conversations at the grass roots 
level with three other denominations in 
the geographic area. 

At a business meeting here the pres- 
bytery approved a recommendation that 
it invite local leaders of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, the Methodist Church 
and United Church of Christ to the con- 
versations. 

The proposal was made by Charles R. 
Ehrhardt, moderator of the Synod of 
New Jersey, who said the purpose of 
these interdenominational sessions would 
be for “fellowship and discussion of the 
whole matter of church union at the local 
level.” 

Dr. Ehrhardt’s suggestion was insti- 
gated by the plan advanced last Decem- 
ber by Eugene Carson Blake, United 
Presbyterian stated clerk, calling for a 
merger of the same four denominations 
in a new church as a step toward the 
eventual union of all Christians. 

The synod moderator, who is pastor 
of Second Presbyterian Church in New- 
ark, observed that a number of presby- 
teries already have indicated they would 
present overtures to the United Presby- 
terian General Assembly next May at 
Buffalo, N.Y., requesting it to act on Dr. 
Blake’s proposal. 

Newark Presbytery also approved an- 
other recommendation by Dr. Ehrhardt 
that it reiterate its stand, giving its judg- 
ment that Christian union is “the will of 
God, as indicated in the high priestly 
prayer of Jesus.” 

In another action the presbytery went 
on record as endorsing pending New Jer- 
sey legislation calling for desegregation 
of private housing in the state. The 
measure, passed by the Assembly, 15 
awaiting Senate action. 
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SCHARF, EKID HEAD 
SUCCEEDING DIBELIUS 


BERLIN (RNS)—Kurt Scharf, vice- 
chairman of the Ev angelical Union (for- 
merly the Old Prussian Union) Church 
Council and a leader of the ecumenical 
movement, was elected here as chairman 
of the Council of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKID) for the next six 
years. 

He succeeds Bishop Otto Dibelius of 

Berlin, who has held the post for 12 
years. 
’ Dr. Scharf, 58, was named by the 120- 
man EKID Synod and the EKID 
Churches Conference, which comprises 
one representative from each of the 
EKID’s 28 member churches. He re- 
ceived 109 of the 138 votes cast. 

It took the electoral bodies three bal- 
lots to agree on Dr. Scharf. During the 
first two ballot, neither he nor the second 
candidate, Hanns Lilje of Hannover, 
chairman of the United Lutheran Church 
of Germany (VELKD), obtained the 
necessary two-thirds majority. After the 
second ballot, Dr. Lilje reportedly with- 
drew in Dr. Scharf’s favor. Subsequent- 
ly, Dr. Lilje was re-elected by unani- 
mous vote as vice-president, an office he 
has held for 12 years. 


Gill Deals with 
Outdated Images 

DaLuLas, TEx. (RNS)—Protestants 
were urged to revamp their images in a 
lecture during ministers week here by 
Theodore A. Gill, president of San Fran- 
cisco Theological Seminary. 

Speaking at Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity, he asserted that Protestants liv- 
ing in today’s age must shake off old 
images of saints, the family, Christian 
ethics, heaven and the world. 

The old image of Christian ethics, he 
continued, is the “formula for getting 
our way with God. We should begin 
living as a reward, not always looking 
forward to a reward.” 

Attacking the “false image” that some 
places are sacred and others not, he de- 
clared “the whole world is sacred” and 
“saints are not especially robed, angel- 
haired, godly figures; they can be found 
here on earth, now, in modern street 
clothes.” 

While in this city Dr. Gill also spoke 
before the Dallas Pastors Association. 
He suggested the borrowing of ideas 
from the German Evangelical Church 
Day (DEKT) congress, or “Kirchen- 
tag,” at which thousands of laymen are 
encouraged to participate in religious 
and public affairs. 

At these annual congresses, he noted, 
laymen come to hear speeches, study the 
Bible, see plays and movies and listen 
to concerts. 

“This is real evangelism, not just re- 
vivalism,” he said. “Here is the church 
relating itself to the world, engaged in 
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conversation with the whole disciplines 
and areas of human enterprise.” 

The congresses, he added, are a “much 
more effective means of evangelism than 
hiring a paid salesman to come in and 
make speeches for us.” 


Dallas Presbyterians to 
Have $7,500,000 Hospital 


Daas, TEX. (RNS)—Plans to build 
a $7,500,000 Presbyterian Hospital in 
1962 on a 71-acre site in North Dallas 
were announced here. 

In making the announcement a spokes- 
man for the new institution described it 
as the “first new major general hospital 
in Dallas since 1927.” 

A public fund drive to raise $4,000,- 
000 of the total cost will be held in May, 
1962. The remainder will come through 
“strong support” of both Southern Pres- 
byterians and United Presbyterians, 
gifts, grants, bequests and private financ- 
ing. 

A cooperative agreement between the 
hospital and the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical School here will 
provide a major teaching program at 
both the undergraduate and graduate 
levels of the school. 

The new hospital will have 350 beds 
initially. Dallas now has four major 
hospitals. These are Baylor (Baptist), 
Methodist, St. Paul (Roman Catholic), 
and Parkland, which is operated by the 
county and city. 


Church Leadership Needed 
In Formal Sex Education 

CLEVELAND, O. (RNs)—Church mem- 
bers are interested in the church taking 
a greater responsibility for sex education 
and reproduction education, according to 
Professor J. C. Wynn of the Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School. 

Dr. Wynn made his observations at a 
Cleveland Area Church Federation win- 
ter assembly here. 

Some 1,000 persons were interviewed 
in a recent survey on the question of 
families, their churches and their pastors 
in 66 United Presbyterian churches. 

More than 700 parents were included 
in the survey and many of these ad- 
mitted they were confused about child 
rearing. Said Dr. Wynn: 

“These parents, mostly of the middle 
class, are often tyrannized by their own 
children and afraid to discipline them.” 

Three factors are playing a role in 
that attitude, said Dr. Wynn. He said 
there is more “‘permissiveness” in today’s 
society, too many parents are “herd- 
minded” and the “so-called progressive 
education” may have had a part in the 
break-down of parental authority too. 


Enrollment Decline Is 
Reported by UPUSA 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—There are 190 
fewer students in the eight seminaries of 
the United Presbyterian Church than a 
year ago, the church’s Board of Chris- 
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tian Education has reported. 

The total is 1,533, compared to 1,723 
a year ago, and 1,741 the previous year 
(OvuTLOOK, Jan. 2). 

An official of the board, which has its 
national offices here commented that the 
decline “is in line with the lower birth- 
rate of the 1920-25 era,’ but it also 
sharpens the picture of a shortage of 
clergy. 

By 1968, the number of seminarians 
should be doubled if congregations are 
not to be lacking pastors, the church 
board forecasts. 

It attributes the present decline in 
part to the acute competition of business, 
education and science for college grad- 
uates, and also as “evidence that the 
younger generation is not convinced of 
the relevance of the church to the critical 
needs of our time.” 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Montreat-Anderson Gets 
“Debt-Free” Distinction 


The bills are paid at Montreat. 

The Board of Trustees of MONTREAT- 
ANDERSON College were told in their re- 
cent meeting by President C. Grier Davis 
that $173,069 has been received by the 
college in less than 17 months, wiping out 
an operating deficit of $110,000 and 
providing $55,000 to balance the cur- 
rent budget at the beginning of the pe- 
riod. 





On the same day, the directors of the 
Mountain Retreat Association voted to 
forgive the college a $40,000 debt, ac- 
cording to a proposal made by the di- 
rectors in 1959. The college is now com- 
pletely free of debt. Jones Y. Pharr and 
Thomas Belk of Charlotte, N. C., were 
given a vote of thanks for their leader- 
ship in this financial program. 

Dr. Davis outlined the five-year de- 
velopment program which the trustees 
adopted, providing for a $1,500,000 en- 
dowment and a $100,000 faculty home 
fund. A library, a science building, and 
a fine arts building, each costing ap- 
proximately $250,000, are given priori- 
ties. In addition, later construction calls 
for a $150,000 student center, a lan- 
guage laboratory costing $15,000 and 
$50,000 development of Camp Montreat. 

In the meeting of the Association di- 
rectors’ authorization was given for first 
steps toward providing an “economical 
and effective” heating system for Ander- 
son Auditorium so that the General As- 
sembly can meet there every third year. 


$425,000 Challenge Gift 
Is Given to Davidson 

In addition to voting to admit up to 
three Congolese students (OUTLOOK, 
Feb. 27), Davipson College (N. C.) 
trustees in their mid-winter meeting noted 
establishment of a challenge grant of 
$425,000 by the Richardson Foundation. 
To accept this money, the college must 
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WHAT EVERY CLERGYMAN WANTS 


Those who enter the service of the Church know that they must turn 
their backs on some prizes in order to seek “the prize of the upward 
call”, Wealth, prestige, the cheap success achieved by mediocrity—will 
not attract the committed minister. 


But he does want to achieve a few goals in order to serve “the present 
reasonable security for the family, an 
educational fund for children and a hedge against the perils of old age. 

The Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund makes these objectives its sole aim. 
The Fund exists for the one purpose of helping the clergyman to help 
himself. He can depend on this 244 year old organization to assist in 
making the minister become a more efficient servant of his Master. 

See how it is done 
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PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
ALEXANDER MAckKIE, President 
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raise an additional $1,375,000 by De. 
cember, 1964, to endow six professor- 
ships. The recently completed 124-stu. 
dent dormitory on the campus, from the 
same source, will be called Richardson 
Hall and two of the six professorships 
will be known as Richardson Distin- 
guished Professorships. 

For its John R. Cunningham music 
and art building, the college has raised 
$650,000. The completely air-conditioned 
building is scheduled for completion in 
September. 

The college is in the midst of a ten- 
year drive for $11,500,000 in capital 
gifts for buildings and endowment. It 
has raised approximately $5,000,000. 

Richard Burts, Jr., professor of psy- 
chology at Mercer University, was elected 
to succeed John C. Bailey, Jr., who has 
been acting as dean. Dr. Burts will also 
teach Greek and Bible. 

x e * 

HAMPDEN-SYDNEY College (Va.) was 
featured on the winter short-wave sched- 
ule of radio broadcasts in a program en- 
titled “On the Campus” sponsored by 
the Armed Forces Press, Radio and Tele- 
vision Service. 

- + 2 

Seventy-year-old Thomas L. Smith, 
biology professor and department chair- 
man of the COLLEGE OF THE OZARKS 
(Ark.), has received a $29,236 research 
grant under the Grants and Awards pro- 
gram of the U. S. Health Service. Under 
terms of the award Dr. Smith will teach 
half-time and work half-time in his lab- 
oratory, using radio active isotopes to 
produce mutations in the male wax moth. 

ok K * 

Next summer SAN Francisco Sem- 
inary will provide its “Seminary-at-the- 
Lake” for ministers of all denomina- 
tions, their wives and families, offering 
theological stimulus, time for reading, 
and family relaxation on the shores of 
Lake Tahoe. Martin Marty of the 
Christian Century will lecture during 
both sessions, July 23-29, July 30, Aug. 
5. During the first week, seminars will 
be offered by Edward V. Stein and Ben- 
jamin A. Reist; during the second, they 
will be led by Roy W. Fairchild and 
Surjit Singh. Evening discussions will 
be led by President Theodore A. Gill. 
Costs are $25 per week for adults, 
$12.50 for children up to eleven, and 


$35 per week per couple for tuition. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%, 12 insertions, 20%. 


~ POSITION WANTED 














BUSINESS MANAGEMENT, DEVELOP- 

MENT, PUBLIC RELATIONS: Presbyte- 
rian. Personnel record gladly sent to show 
background and accomplishments these 
fields in three colleges over eighteen 
years. Box F-26, c/o Outlook. 
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What Does Christ Desire for Us? 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for March 19, 1961 
John 17. Printed Text 17:13-26. 


The Gospel according to John falls 
naturally into two divisions. In the first 
division, Jesus reveals his glory to the 
people as a whole (chaps. 1-12). But 
“though he had done so many signs 
before them . . . they did not believe in 
him,” says John (12:37 In the last 
davs of his life, therefore, he turns from 
the nation unto a chosen few, and we 
have the second division of the Gospel in 
which Jesus reveals his glory to his dis- 
ciples—first, in the words and actions 
centering about the Last Supper (13- 
17), and finally in his death on the cross 
followed by his resurrection from the 
dead (18-20). 

Chapter 13 describes the Last Supper, 
and tells us how Jesus washed his dis- 
ciples’ feet, saying, “I have given you an 
example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you.” In chapters 14-16 
we have his farewell discourse, in which 
he explains, “It is to your advantage that 
I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Counsellor [Greek, paraclete—one whom 
you may call to your side] will not come 
to you.” There follows a prayer in 
which Jesus intercedes for his followers 
in the years to come. It is this interces- 
sory prayer with which we are now con- 
cerned. 

Many times we are told that Jesus 
praved. There were occasions when he 
praved through the night. Fragments of 
these prayers have come down to us, and 
one prayer, the prayer which he taught 
his disciples to pray, is recorded for us 
in full. That prayer is commonly re- 
ferred to as the Lord’s prayer. And vet 
after all, it was not the Lord’s prayer, 
but the disciples’ prayer. It was not a 
prayer which Jesus prayed or could pray. 
Only in John 17 do we have in full one 
of the actual prayers used by Jesus. More 
than any other it deserves to be called 
the Lord’s Prayer. “Here, according to 
all commentators, we enter the Holy of 
Holies of the New Testament, for here 
We are given the most profound revela- 
tion of the very heart of our Lord.” 
Bengel calls this chapter the simplest in 
language and the profoundest in mean- 
ing of the whole Bible. Luthardt says, 
“Neither in the Scripture nor in the 
literature of any nation can there be 
found a composition which in simplicity 
and depth, in grandeur and fervor, may 
be compared to this prayer.” 

The prayer was offered probably in the 
Upper Room, after the company had 
risen from supper—only a few hours be- 
fore Jesus was betrayed into the hands of 
his enemies. The prayer was given aloud, 
so that it might be a source of comfort 
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to the disciples, as well as a prayer to 
the Father. 


1. Jesus Prays for Himself, 17:1-5 

The petition which Jesus offers is 
“Glorify me with the glory which 
I had with Thee before the world was 
made.” The Father glorifies the Son, 
as Archbishop Temple has pointed out, 
“by sustaining him in his perfect obedi- 
ence even unto death,” and the Son glori- 
fies the Father by revealing through his 
death on the cross the perfection of the 
divine love, and its final triumph. “For 
by its sacrifice the divine love wins those 
who can appreciate it out of their selfish- 
ness which is spiritual death into loving 
fellowship with itself which is true life: 
We know that we have passed out of 
death into life, because we love the 
brethren” (1 John 3:14). 

The grounds of this petition are two- 
fold: first, he had finished the glorifi- 
cation of his Father upon earth. God 
sent Jesus into the world to give men 
eternal life, which consists in the know]- 
edge of God and in the knowledge of 
Christ. He has now brought to men a 
full and complete revelation of the 
Father, and therefore he can say, “I 
glorified thee on earth, having accom- 
plished the work which thou gavest me 
to do.” Now the hour is come, the hour 
which his Father has appointed for a 
further extension of his work, exaltation 
through his death on the cross, and Jesus 
prays that he may enter upon his glory 
(the second ground of his petition) in 
order that he may continue to glorify 
his Father in heaven. He promotes his 
Father’s glory there by continuing with 
higher powers in heaven the work which 
he had accomplished on earth. The na- 
ture of that work is explained in the fol- 
lowing verse: ‘Since thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, so that he might 
give eternal life to all whom thou hast 
given him.” 


2. Jesus Prays for His Disciples, 

17:6-26 

We may subdivide this section of the 
prayer into two parts: in the first part 
Jesus prays for his disciples then present 
(6-19); in the last part, he prays for 
all those who shall believe on him 
through their word (20-26). But even 
when Jesus prays for his immediate dis- 
ciples he describes them in phrases which 
have a meaning and a message for all 
who call themselves his followers. It is 
fair to say that in this great praver all 
true Christians are included to the end 
of time. “I am not praying for the 


world,” he said, “but for those whom 
Thou hast given me.” We do not under- 
stand from this statement that Jesus had 
no desire to pray for those who did not 
believe on his name. He did pray for 
them time and time again. Even on the 
cross he said, “Father, forgive them for 
they know not what they do.” But now 
in this critical scene, he is thinking of 
his disciples, and the petitions which he 
has to offer for them would have no 
meaning if offered for the “world.” 

We come then to the content of his 
prayer and we note that there are four 
great petitions: Jesus prays that his dis- 
ciples may be kept, consecrated, united, 
and finally glorified. As Dr. Burrell has 
said, “In these four petitions we have a 
summary of all that makes life worth 
living or heaven worth longing for.” 

1. That They May Be Kept, 17 :6-16. 
“Keep them,” he prayed, “in Thy name,” 
the name, that is, “‘which thou hast given 
me.” The name of God according to 
Hebrew usage, refers to God’s character 
as it has been revealed to men. Christ 
here prays then that the disciples may 
be kept true to that revelation of the 
divine character which he has made 
known to them. “I do not pray that thou 
shouldst take them out of the world,” 
he continues, “but that thou shouldst 
keep them from the evil one.” Christ 
knew that sorrows, trials and temptations 
of every sort would come; nevertheless he 
does not pray that his disciples should be 
kept from these, but rather that they 
should be kept from the evil one. As 
Erdman has remarked, he does not ask 
that they shall be kept from sorrow, pain, 
and temptation, but from gloom and dis- 
couragement and sin. 

The grounds for these petitions briefly 
stated are as follows: These disciples 
for whom Jesus prays have accepted the 
revelation of God in Christ (6-8) ; hence- 
forth Christ will be glorified in them, 
that is, through them the glory of the 
Christ is to be made known to the world 
(9-10); Christ has kept them hitherto 
by his earthly presence, but now he is 
returning to the Father, and they will 
need help during his absence (11-13); 
this help is the more necessary because 
they are left to face a hostile world, a 
world which must always hate them be- 
cause “they are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world.” Jesus under- 
stood the tensions that his disciples 
would be under in trying to live a Chris- 
tian life in a non-Christian world. It 
encourages us “to remember that Christ 
knows our difficulties. It helps to re- 
member that it is by tension that we 
grow.”’ It should also help us to re- 
member that spiritual resources are avail- 
able to us by which we may remain true 
to the Christian ideal. Christ prayed, 
and is still praying that we may be kept 
from the world. 

2. That They Mav Be Consecrated, 
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17:17-19. To be kept is a negative vir- 
tue; the corresponding virtue on the posi- 
tive side is, that they may be consecrated. 
The word translated “sanctified” in the 
KJV and “consecrated” in the rsv is used 
in two different senses. It refers on the 
one hand to growth in holiness, and on 
the other hand to consecration, that is, 
devotion to duty. It is this last that 
Jesus would seem now more particularly 
to have in mind. Jesus prays here that 
his disciples may be set aside for service, 
consecrated to that service. ‘‘Consecrate 
them in the truth, thy word is truth. 


The revelation of the I Pathe r which Jesus 
has given, the truth he revea led, was to 


be not only the instrument of their con- 
secration but the sphere of their service. 
Therefore Jesus adds, “As thou didst 
send me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world,” that is, to be his 
messengers, to testify to the truth. “And 
for their sake,” Jesus added, conse- 
crate myself, that they also may be conse- 
crated in truth.” Jesus declares here that 
the object of his consecration was the 
separation of his disciples from the 
world and their inspiration with the same 
spirit of self-sacrifice and devotedness 
to sacred uses. 

That They May Be One, 17 :20- 
23. As Jesus prayed for the little 
of disciples gathered about him, he 
thought of those who should be added 
unto them all through the ages, and his 
third petition is that they may be one, 
“even as thou, Father, art in me and I 
in 


group 


mee, 
This petition for the oneness of be- 
lievers refers to something which goes 
far deeper than the “organic union” to 
which it is sometimes supposed to refer. 
It is not supremely desirable that all 
churches should be under similar govern- 
ment, should adopt the same creed, or 
use the same form of worship. As a 
matter of fact, there is many a church 
which is outwardly one, and which is yet 
inwardly torn with strife 


ind disse nsion. 
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The unity for which Jesus prays is a 
spiritual unity, which in its essence con- 
sists of a union with Christ and through 
him with God. As Dr. Burrell has said: 
“Tt is a union of life and purpose, a 
substantial union, a union for the ac- 
complishment of a definite purpose in the 
salvation of men 

And yet, it is a unity which must 
necessarily find embodiment, a unity 
which is manifest and visible to the 
world. “I pray that they may all be 
one,” said Jesus, “that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me.” Our 
Book of Church Order (Par. 13) says, 
The visible unity of the body of Christ, 
though obscured, is not destroyed by its 
divisions into different denominations of 
professing Christians.” That is a plain 
statement of fact. Denominational divi- 
sions do not destroy the unity of Christ’s 
body, but they do woefully obscure it in 
the eves of the world and even of Chris- 
tians themselves. We are only following 
out the genius of Presbyterianism, there- 
fore, and the plain implications of the 
Book of Church Order, as well as the 
spirit of Jesus’ prayer, when we labor 
to remove the hindrances in the way of 
manifesting the unity of believers in 
Christ. 

What do you think that this means for 
our church at the present time? Does it 
mean organic union with other branches 
yf the Presbyterian Church, with whom 
we have so many ties in common? Does 
it mean eventual union with Methodists, 
Baptists and Episcopalians, or closer co- 
yperation in such organizations as the 
National Council of Churches? 

Certainly those who promote disunity 
are not helping to answer the prayer of 
our Lord. 

Che ultimate purpose of Jesus’ peti- 
tion is that “the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me.” Quarrels of Chris- 
tians and of Christian bodies are a per- 
petual stumbling block to the world. On 
the other hand, “Christian unity and love 
is a miracle, a conquest of the resisting 
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will of man, and therefore more con- 
vincing than a physical miracle which is 
a conquest of unresisting matter.” In 
the early centuries, the unbelieving world 
was forced to exclaim, “See how these 
Christians love one another,” and it was 
this fact which helped to explain in large 
part the rapid growth of the church. “By 
this,” Jesus said, “all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another” (13:35). 

4. That They May Be Glorified, 24- 
26. Jesus’ final petition is that they 
“may be with me where I am, to behold 
my glory which thou hast given me in 
thy love for me.” The glory of which 
Jesus speaks is the perfect love of the 
Father for the Son and of the Son for the 
Father. He prays that his disciples may 
behold that love, and also that they them- 
selves may participate in it, that the same 
love may be perfected in them. “I made 
known to them thy name,” Jesus con- 
cludes, “‘and I will make it known (will 
ever continue to make it known), that the 
love with which thou hast loved me may 
be in them, and I in them 


“It is the last phrase, ‘I in them,’ which 
is the assurance and condition of the 
answer to the high priestly prayer of in- 
tercession. The indwelling of Christ, by 
his Spirit, is the power and agent by 
whom his followers are being kept from 
sin, sanctified in service, given unity of 
life, made ready for glory.” 


The Lesson Applied 


The 17th chapter of John reveals that 
the purpose of Jesus’ life was to glorify 
the Father by giving eternal life to those 
whom God had given him. His life on 
earth, his death on the cross, his glori- 
fied life in heaven are all necessary stages 
in this one mighty aim. Each has its 
part to play in the salvation of men. We 
of this day particularly need to remem- 
ber that Christ’s work for us is not com- 
pleted. He always lives to make inter- 
cession for us (Heb. 8:25), and it is 
“Christ in us” which is even now our 
hope of glory. 

This chapter reveals Jesus’ great de- 
sires for his followers all through the 
ages. It was his great desire on earth that 
his disciples should be kept from evil, 
consecrated to their mission, united, and 
finally glorified; so we can be sure that 
they are his desires now. Here then are 
set forth the ends toward which we 
should work, the ends which we may 
achieve as we press forward in reliance 
upon his power. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Coun ‘il of Churches. Serip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 
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BOOK NOTES 


Current book club selections include: 

PASTORAL PSyCHOLOGY (March): The 
Minister as Marriage Counselor. Charles 
Stewart. Abingdon Press. 

Putpir (March): A Psychology of 





Preaching. Edgar Jackson. Channel 
Press. 
Reticious (March): The Healing 


Ministry of the Church. Bernard Mar- 
tin. John Knox Press. 
: kok * 

OUT OF THE DEPTHS. By Anton T. Boi- 
sen, Harper & Bros., New York. 216 pp., 
$4.00. 

The publication of this autobiography 
comes out of a personal struggle in addi- 
tion to the personal conflicts of the author 
described in the book. For some years, 
Boisen had planned his autobiography 
very carefully, keeping his records of his 
own life, his mental disorder and reli- 
gious experience, well documented in 
forms of letters, hospital reports, and oth- 
Because of the personal nature 
of his own “case study” he was deter- 
mined that the book itself should appear 
posthumously. The insistence of friends 
that he submit his work to the publishers 
resulted in considerable uncertainty on 
hi The final determination to pre- 


er data. 


his part. 
sent this volume for publication repre- 
sents the outcome of a personal struggle 
which reveals the courage of the author. 
The work of Anton T. Boisen cannot 
he over-estimated. At a time when psy- 
chiatry predominantly regarded all psy- 
choses as of organic origin, Boisen dared 
to believe that his psychosis was func- 
tional in nature, a religious experience, 
and to itself therapeutic. His convictions 
initially resulted in hospitalization far 
bevond necessity. A man of less courage 
would have abandoned his central hy- 
pothesis and acquiesced before the severe 
pressures of such an outcome. Had Boisen 
followed this course, he would have solid- 
ified defences which would have held 
him together, but which would have re- 
sulted in anonymity. 
lhe courage of this man represents the 
niral core of the possibility of the suc- 
essful outcome of several psychotic epi- 
les which are set forth in detail. 
Avoiding writing in a sentimental and 
romantic vein that would have placed this 
book on the popular market, Boisen has 
been keenly analytic of his own experi- 
ences. The profound tragedy of his life 
and of his intense love is set forth in clear 
and clinical fashion. Thus he fulfills his 
intent that his life’s story will be a case 
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study that will carry in a more profound 
way his central thesis than have any of 
his previous works. His major thesis is 
stated in his own words: 


A Book 9 Liked... — 


MARRIAGE EAST AND WEST. 
David and Vera Mace. Doubleday & 
Co., New York. $4.50. It pricked for- 
ever for me that the romantic western 
bubble-notion that irresistible chem- 
ical attraction is the secret of matri- 
monial success; at the same time it 
made me grateful for the effect of 
Christian attitudes on the status of 
women. 

—JANET (Mrs. E. H.) HARBISON, 

Princeton, N. J., associate editor 
of Presbyterian Life. 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
GREAT CREEDS OF THE CHURCH. 
Paul T. Fuhrmann. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. $3. Crystal clear, 
understandable by  non-theologians, 
relevant to our times and needs. 

—STUART R. OGLESBY, pastor- 

emeritus, Central church, Atlan- 
ta, Ga. 


GOD‘S COLONY IN MAN’S 
WORLD. George W. Webber. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville, Tenn. $2.75. 
Drawing upon the experience of the 
staff in the East Harlem Protestant 
parish, this book offers guidance 
through insight and illustration for 
those genuinely concerned with the 
mission of the church in our time. 

—HARMON  B. RAMSEY, First 

church, Athens, Ga. 


From 1960 published works. 














“T believe that certain forms of mental 
illness, particularly those characterized by 
anxiety and conviction of sin, are not 
evils. They are instead manifestations of 
the power that makes for health. They 
are analogous to fever or inflammation in 
the body. I am thus very sure that the 
experience which plunged me into this 
new field of labor was mental illness of 
the most profound and unmistakable va- 
riety. I am equally sure that it was for 
me a problem-solving experience.” (Page 
196) 

The result of the psychotic experiences 
created the ground work for the clinical 
pastoral training movement that is gain- 
ing momentum in theological education. 
Boisen in characteristic modesty gives 
tribute to others for the necessary support 
in the momentum for the program. Those 
who are intimately acquainted with the 
history of this movement are fully aware 
that Boisen himself must be described as 
the father of clinical education. 

This book will prove to be in the fu- 
ture one of the most profound theological 
documents of the Twentieth Century. It 
will take several decades more before the 
full impact of this work will be felt. 


esstee a. Tuomas H. McDr. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Jesus and the Trinity. Walter Russell 
Bowie. Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
$2.75. 

The Gospel According to St. Matthew. 
Floyd V. Filson. New Testament Commen- 
taries. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $5. 

Heart in Pilgrimage. Reginald Cant. 
Harper & Bros. N. Y. $2.50. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Frank W. Price, director of the Mis- 
sionary Research Library, New York, 
will become professor of international 
studies at Mary Baldwin College, Staun- 
ton, Va., next September. The Prices 
will make their home in Lexington, Va. 

Thomas H. Makin from Orlando, Fla., to 
Box 1008, Sanford, Fla., March 15. 

Robert G. Shoemaker from Gadsden, 
Ala, to Box 302, Holmes County, Durant, 
Miss. 

James K. Thompson from Tuskegee, 
Ala., to Box 590, Florence, Ala., where he 
is pastor of Westminster church. 

G. Jarvis McMillan has completed his 
training at Topeka (Kan.) State Hospital 
and has become chaplain training super- 
visor of the South Carolina State Hospital 
in Columbia. 

R. Foster Edwards, formerly of Hamer, 
S. C., has been installed as pastor of the 
Honea Path, S. C., church. 

Irvin W. Wilcox, who served until his 
retirement as pastor of the Lamar Hts. 
church, Memphis, Tenn., has accepted a 
temporary assignment as visiting minis- 
ter in the Second church, Memphis. 

James W. MacElree, formerly of Wil- 
more, Ky., has become minister of the 
Lake Norfolk field, Henderson, Ark. 


United Presbyterian, USA 

Andrew H. Ransom, who has been 
serving the (U.S.) McPheeters Memorial 
church, St. Louis, Mo., is now a member 
of St. Louis Presbytery, UPUSA, work- 
ing in the area of church social work for 
the presbytery. 

Stanley G. Matthews who has been 
director of public relations for the Re- 
ligion in American Life program has be- 
come director of information at George 
Williams’ College in Chicago. 

DEATHS 

Howard H. Gordon, 51, minister of the 
First church, Waynesboro, Va., for the 
past five years, died Feb. 19, shortly after 
suffering a heart attack. He had served 
earlier in Bluefield, W. Va., St. Louis and 
Kansas City, Mo., Homer, La., and Dallas, 
Texas. 

William H. Wiser, 71, who established 
India Village Service in 1945 in Uttar 
Pradesh, India, died Feb. 21 in a Union- 
town, Pa., hospital after a long illness 
He left India last year after 45 years 
because of failing health. 

John C. Bridges, 66, who 
home in Huntersville, N. C., 
Feb. 14. His pastorates 
and South Carolina. 

Emmett Galloway, 82, 
tired, died Feb. 18 in Van 
A ruling elder, he was 
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Higher Education in a Christian 
Environment 
Marshall Woodson, President 
Banner Elk, N. C. 


ington, N. M., and Van Horn churches. 

Mrs. William (Cornelia McGilvary) 
Harris, 92, missionary in northern Thai- 
land 1889-1940, died Feb. 17 in Davidson, 
N. C., where she and her husband have 
made their home since 1940. She was 
the senior retired Presbyterian, USA, 
missionary who served overseas. 

Frederick K. Stamm, 77, Congregation- 
alist and originally of the Reformed 
Church in America, nationally known 
radio preacher and author of New York, 
died Feb. 23 in Plumsteadville, Pa. 
UPUSA NATIONAL MISSIONS 

Mery! Ruoss of Leonia, N. J., will be- 
come chairman of the division of church 
strategy and development for the UPUSA 
Board of National Missions April 1. Since 
1957 he has been executive director of 
the department of the urban church of 
the division of home missions of the 
National Council of Churches. 
CAMPUS SPEAKERS 

Leaders of the Centre College (Ky.) 
Religious Emphasis program include 
Samuel Vander Meer, Morris Fork, Ky.; 
Donald Benedict, Chicago, and Bard Mc- 
Allister, Visalia, Calif. 

Isabel Rogers, Georgia State College 
for Women, was one of the Religious Em- 
phasis Week speakers at Florida State 
University. 

At Montreat-Anderson College: C. Phil 
Esty, Second church, Memphis, Tenn. 

At Memphis State University: Dietrich 
Ritschl of Austin Seminary. 

At Mary Baldwin, Mar. 6-10: Kenneth 
J. Foreman of Louisville Seminary. 


NEW MISSIONARIES 

Appointed for missionary service by 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of World 
Missions at its recent meeting were: 

To Korea: Helen Ruth Keeble, Mary- 
ville, Tenn., who will go out this month, 
following her marriage in February to 
Clarence D. Durham, an appointee of last 
year. 

NortH BraAzi_t: The John Charles Stem- 
pers, Austin, Texas, evangelistic, fall of 
1961, after Mr. Stemper completes his 
work at Austin Seminary. 

West Brazi.: The Robert M. Littons, 
Gilliam, La., evangelistic, next fall. Mr. Lit- 





A four-year coeducational college of 
liberal arts and sciences on a beautiful 
campus within sight of the Great 
Smokies. Fully accredited, moderate 
cost, with substantial reduction pos- 
sible under nationally-known Student 
Help Program. Related to the United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Majors in Fine Arts, Humanities, 


MARYVILLE COLLEGE, Founded 1819 


One of America’s Better Small Colleges 


Address: President Ralph W. Lloyd 
Box C, Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee 


ten is now studying at Columbia Seminary, 


BOOK PUBLISHED 

Thomas E. Hill, professor of philosophy 
in Macalester College (Minn.) is the 
author of “Contemporary Theories of 
Knowledge,” just published by the Ronald 
Press Co., New York. 


GREAT AMERICAN 

R. Manton Wilson, M. D., long-time 
medical missionary, now of Richmond, 
Va., has been named “A Great Americag 
for 1961” by the editors of “Dixie Bust 
ness” of Decatur, Ga. Tribute was paid 
him in the current edition for his pioneer 
ing work among the lepers of Korea. 


Irish Presbytery Hits 
‘Wet’ Wedding Receptions 

LONDONDERRY, NORTHERN IRELAND, 
(RNS)—A young Presbyterian minister 
who recently announced he would net 
attend wedding receptions where intoxi- 
cants are served has become something 
of a celebrity in Ireland. 

After John Girvan made the announce- 
ment from his own pulpit here he wag 
interviewed on television and _ flooded 
with letters, most of them praising him, 

And now the Londonderry Presbytery 
has endorsed his action in a resolution 
condemning the serving of alcoholic 
drinks at wedding receptions. 

Mr. Girvan formerly was a missionary 
for the Irish Presbyterian Church in a 
section of Belfast where he said he had 
plenty of opportunities to witness the 
evils of drink. 





MONTREAT-ANDERSON 


Coeducational Junior College 
Fully accredited. An Affiliated Presby- 
terian College. Liberal Arts—Business 
Education—Music—Terminal Courses— 
Business and Church Secretary. Total 
Cost $855—Liberal Scholarships. 

Calvin Grier Davis, President 

Box 0, Montreat, N. C. 











Fine Arts Center 


Education, Business Administration, 
Sciences, Pre-professional training for 
law, medicine, ministry, etc. 

Students from 35 states and several 
foreign countries in student body of 
about eight hundred. Intercollegiate 
athletics for all. Conveniently located, 
served by five major airlines. 








Summer Schools Begin 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division Of 
St. Andrews Presbyterian College 


Educational excellence for our greatest possession, our youth. 


Move to new campus in September, 1961 


June 12, 1961 
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